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no significant new burdens or unfunded man-
dates for the States or industry that should re-
sult from the Convention. Costs for implementa-
tion of the proposed Convention will be ab-
sorbed within the existing budgets of affected
agencies.

I urge the Senate to act expeditiously in giv-
ing its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 13, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Interagency Arctic
Research Policy Committee
September 14, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 108(b) of Public Law

98–373 (15 U.S.C. 4107(b)), I transmit herewith
the Eighth Biennial Report of the Interagency
Arctic Research Policy Committee (February 1,
1998, to January 31, 2000).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 14, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15.

Remarks Welcoming Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee of India
September 15, 2000

It is a special honor to welcome to the White
House the Prime Minister of the world’s largest
democracy.

Prime Minister Vajpayee, America always has
had a great fascination with India, for its rich
history, culture, great religions. And increasingly,
we are fascinated by India when we think in
terms of the future.

We see in India today a rising economic lead-
er, making breathtaking strides in information
technology; an emerging environmental leader,
promoting ambitious goals for energy efficiency;
a pioneering health leader, recently immunizing
140 million children against polio; a leader in
our community of democracies, reminding the
world that freedom is not a western value but
a universal longing.

Mr. Prime Minister, it is not only India’s de-
mocracy but India’s manner of achieving democ-
racy that will forever inspire America.

On my recent trip to India, I was profoundly
moved by the visit that my daughter and our

party and I had to the Gandhi Memorial. To-
morrow I will be proud to join you as you
dedicate another Gandhi Memorial right here
in Washington, DC. It is altogether fitting that
both our nations honor him.

Martin Luther King used Gandhi’s teachings
to show America that, while we held principles
of equality we knew to be right, we permitted
practices of inequality we knew to be wrong,
and we have been changing for the better ever
since.

Mr. Prime Minister, from very different his-
tories, India and the United States have forged
a common bond, arising from our common com-
mitment to freedom and democracy. Our chal-
lenge is to turn our common bond into common
achievements. Today we will continue our work
in areas where the world needs both America
and India to lead if we are to defeat AIDS,
reduce poverty, protect the global environment,
and open the global economy.
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